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U. S. TERRITORIAL PATTERNS ___ 


POSSIBLY UNIQUE OREGON PATTERN $10 



Lot No. 2572 


2572 1849 Oregon Exchange Company Pattern $10 

Eagle. Copper, gilt. Types of Kagin 2 (Section B, Pat¬ 
terns), but unlisted in this metal. Only white metal trial 
strikes of these dies are listed in the Kagin and Alexan¬ 
der references. Irregularly struck, obverse incusations. 
Extremely rare and quite possibly unique. 


TEMPLETON REID CALIFORNIA 
GILT COPPER $10 PATTERN 



Lot No. 2573 


2573 1849 Templeton Reid California Gold “Pat¬ 

tern” $10 Eagle. Copper, gilt. Types of Kagin 1 
(Section E, Made for Collectors), but unlisted gilt. 
Types of Seymour 5, Alexander P.5. Broad, 29 
mm. planchet showing traces of the Large Cent 
undertype, particularly on the reverse. Sharply 
struck and well gilt. Extremely rare: quite possi¬ 
bly unique as copper gilt. (SEE COLOR PLATE) 


POPULAR BALDWIN $10 VAQUERO DESIGN 



Lot No. 2574 


2574 1850 Baldwin & Company $10 Vaquero Eagle. 

“Restrike”in bronze, gilt. Kagin le (Section C, 
Restrikes), see Alexander P.101. Very Choice Bril¬ 
liant Uncirculated, with reflective fields. Plain edge. 
Some light die rust is visible. Rare. 


EXTRA THICK 1860 CLARK, GRUBER PATTERN $20 

2576 1860 Clark, Gruber & Company Pattern $20 Dou¬ 

ble Eagle. Copper, gilt. Kagin 4b (Section B, Patterns), 
unlisted in Alexander. Choice Brilliant Uncirculat¬ 
ed. Struck on a jumbo, 3 mm thick planchet (the usual 
is only 2 mm thick). Reeded edge. Kagin does not record 
the thick planchet variety. Extremely rare: in copper 
gilt normal thickness this pattern is listed as unique 
(see the next lot). N re-cut, VE closely spaced in DEN¬ 
VER. The first Clark. Gruber Twenties were stnxck in 
Philadelphia by Bailey & Co. and showed Pike s Peak 
looking like a pyramid. The erroneous design was swift¬ 
ly rejected. 


POSSIBLY UNIQUE 1860 
CLARK, GRUBER PATTERN $20 



Lot No. 2577 


2577 1860 Clark, Gruber & Company Pattern $20 

Double Eagle. Copper, gilt. Kagin 4b (Section B, 
Patterns), unlisted in Alexander. Brilliant 
Uncirculated. Struck on the usual 2 mm thick 
planchet, in contrast to the lot, above. Reeded 
edge. Unique according to the Kagin reference. N 
re-cut, VE closely spaced in DENVER. A worthy 
companion to the jumbo piece in the preceding lot, 
for the two side by side would make for an inter¬ 
esting numismatic comparison. This triangular 
shaped Pike’s Peak was the first Clark. Gruber 
$20 design. 



Lot No. 2578 


2578 1861 Clark, Gruber & Company Pattern $2.50 

Quarter Eagle. Copper, gilt. Kagin 9a (Section B, Pat¬ 
terns), unlisted in Alexander. Very Choice Brilliant 
Uncirculated, brightly reflective surfaces. Reeded 
edge. Kagin does not record this variety, which is, 
undoubtedly, extremely rare. Sharply struck, with a 
pronounced wire rim on the obverse. Struck by Bailey & 
Company of Philadelphia. 


2575 1860 Clark, Gruber & Company Pattern $20 Dou¬ 

ble Eagle. Copper. Kagin 4a (Section B, Patterns), 
Alexander P.222. Brilliant Uncirculated. Struck on 
the usual 2 mm thick planchet. Reeded edge. N re-cut, 
VE closely spaced in DENVER. This triangular shaped 
Pike’s Peak was the first Clark, Gruber $20 design. 


2579 1861 Clark, Gruber & Company Pattern $2.50 

Quarter Eagle. Copper, gilt. Kagin 9a (Section B, Pat¬ 
terns), unlisted in Alexander. A second, Extremely Fine. 
Reeded edge. Unrecorded and certainly extremely 
rare. Some light marks, soft in the center. Also struck 
by Bailey & Company of Philadelphia 
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Templeton Reid California Pattern $10 


See Color Photo 


1849 Templeton Reid California trial piece in copper. Obverse with 
inscription in three lines TEMPLETON REID 184° ASSAYER 
Reverse with inscription in tour lines: CALIFORNIA TEN DOLLAR 
GOLD. Boldly struck on a United States copper large cent of the 
draped bust style (circa I"°o I80~i. Holed before striking 
On page 378 of Private Gold Coin- and Pattern > o' the United State- 
Donald H Kagin illustrates this identical piece It is probably the only 
known example overstruck on a United States cent. Another copper 
impression presumably not a" overstrike is shown and two further 
pieces art described fbut the authenticity of the two further pieces is 


Bowers and Ruddy Galleria —Western Numismatic Americana 


Templeton Reid California $25 Pattern 



See Color Photo 


(1849) Templeton Reid California Pattern S25 struck in copper on a 
large oversize planchet. 

The obverse of the piece has the following inscription in several 
lines: TEMPLETON REID $ XXV. 184° ASSAYER. The reverse bears 
the inscription in four lines: CALIFORNIA TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS 
GOLD. 

The closest link one can have with the unique $25 Templeton Reid 
California denomination, the original striking in gold having been 
stolen from the Philadelphia Mint in 1858 and never recovered. The 
origin of the present copper impression is not known, but it has been 
speculated that it may have been struck around the turn of the century 
by Stephen Nagy as noted in the introduction to the present section. 

Nearly Uncirculated. Glossy brown surfaces with hints of original 
mint red. ($3500-5000) 

From Stack s. 1*59. 




North Carolina 
Bechtler Coinage 

During the 1830s North Carolina was one of the most pro¬ 
lific gold-producing districts in the United States. In 1831, for 
example, $294,000 in North Carolina gold was deposited at 
the Philadelphia Mint. 

Christopher Bechtler, born in Baden in Germany's Black 
Forest district in 1782, came to the United States in 1829. He 
was accompanied by his son Augustus who was then aged 
16. 

In the summer of 1831 Bechtler, who had received training 
as a jeweler and who was also proficient at gunsmithing and 
silversmithing, announced he would receive gold dust and 
bullion at his Rutherfordton, North Carolina store-residence, 
which he would convert into $2.50 and $5 pieces. Unlike 
Templeton Reid's venture of the year previous. Bechtler 
coinage was well received by local merchants and citizens. 
His operation furnished a practical alternative to shipping 
unrefined gold across the long and difficult distance to the 
Philadelphia Mint for refining and coining. 















Templeton Reid (1849) 


All copper and nickel $10 and $25 pieces probably were struck from "contemporary” dies 
made for Reid and purchased by John Hazeltine in the 1870's or 1880’s. The dies were 
presumably never used by Hazeltine but were later purchased by Stephen Nagy of 
Philadelphia, who had impressions made from them. 


Rarity 


R8 



la. (1849) $10 Copper K1/PE 

Similar to 1 above. Struck on U.S. Copper 1c. 


1b. (1849) $10 Copper K1/PE 

Similar to 1 above. Struck on a smaller planchet. Authenticity doubted. 


R8 

R8 

R8 


2. (1849) $25 Copper K2/PE R8 

Obv. ★TEMPLETON REID ASSAYER. around s xxv. top center; 1849 lower 
center. 

Rev. ★CALIFORNIA around top, GOLD below; twenty five/ four pointed 
design/DOLLARS center. 


37H 




1. (1849) $10 Copper K1/PE 

Obv. TEMPLETON REID ASSAYER. around/1849 center 

Rev. ★ California★ around top, gold, below, ten dollar center 


Date 


Denomination Metal Regular Design/Edge 




1c. (1849) $10 Nickel K1/PE 

Similar to 1 above. Struck on a large planchet. Authenticity doubted. 




JANUARY, 1912 



-cn^-c 


J. G. Kellogg and Wass, Molitor & Co. All these private issue? were not only not 
acknowledged by, but were contrary to law : but the coin contained as much gold 
as the Government mintage, was a great convenience to the public, and was con¬ 
doned by the United States officials. Some of the coins were very neatly executed, 
and stray specimens may yet be found occasionally by curious numismatics. The 
coins, as may be seen by the cuts that are presented with this article, were not in 
imitation of the mint stamps, were coined without secrecy, and were, for a time, 
accepted at par to the extent of millions of dollars. The material was gold, usually 
mixed with about 12 per cent, of silver and without any copper. 

On April 3, 1854, however, the branch mint, which had been so long looked 
for, was opened on Commercial street, between Montgomery and Kearney, on the 
site now occupied by the United States Land Office. Its effects were soon felt. 
The foreign silver coinage was all depreciated in that year ; in 1855 the octagonal 
slugs of Moffat & Co. were refused and in 1856 merchants rejected all the gold 
coinage of the private banks. 

It has been found impossible to procure either examples or descriptions of all 
the private gold coins that were struck in the early fifties in San Francisco, but it 
is evident that they must have been quite numerous. As far as can be learned, 
there must have been about twenty issues, seventeen of which were as follows : 
One quintuple eagle, slug or fifty dollar piece ; one double eagle, or twenty dollar 
piece ; six eagles, or ten dollar pieces ; six half eagles, or five dollar pieces ; one 
half dollar, or gold fifty cent piece ; one quarter dollar, or gold quarter. 

The cut of the fifty dollar piece which is presented is that of the reverse of the 
coin and was evidently patterned after the old surpiece of Peru. The obverse bears 
the design of an eagle guarding a shield and thunderbolt, while from the beak 
floats a streamer on which is inscribed the word " Liberty.” Over the eagle runs 
the inscription “ United States of America,” and underneath that the figures “ 887 
Thous.”, while below the eagle are the letters and figures, ”50 D. C.” 

The #25 piece, of which a replique is given, was very little used and is scarcely 
remembered. 

The J20 piece was very much like the United States coin, the distinction being 
that it bore on its obverse the designation "California Gold.” 

One $10 piece had its obverse surface chased except in a band across its middle 
zone, on which was engraved, "Augustus Humbert, United States Assayer of gold 
coin, California, 1852.” That of which a cut is given, showing the Phrygian Cap 
surrounded by rays, is a direct copy of a South American coin. Another eagle 
bore the head and eagle of the regulation coin, but around the eagle ran the in¬ 
scription “California Gold,” and on the coronet was inscribed the name of the 
utterers, “ Dubosq & Co.” Its date was 1852. The Miners’ Bank of San Francisco 
also issued a J10 piece that was, however, little more than a private token. 

One (5 piece was closely patterned after the Dubosq eagle, the name of the 
coiners, " Dunbar & Co.”, alone marking the difference. The coiners made a point 
of setting forth the purity and honesty of their pieces, and two of the six half eagles 
bore respectively the inscriptions, “ Full Weight, N. G. & N., San Francisco, 
1849,” aQ d “California Gold without alloy.” A peculiar coin, which was very 
little seen, was a half eagle called " the Massachusetts and California $5 piece.” 

The gold half and quarter dollar pieces were miniature copies of the octagonal 
slug, and were never in actual circulation. They were regarded rather as curi¬ 
osities or as charms for the bracelet and watch chain. 
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Templeton Reid (1849) 


All copper and nickel $10 and $25 pieces probably were struck from “contemporary” dies 
made for Reid and purchased by John Hazeltine in the 1870’s or 1880's. The dies were 
presumably never used by Hazeltine but were later purchased by Stephen Nagy of 
Philadelphia, who had impressions made from them. 


Rarity 


la. (1849) $10 Copper K1/PE R8 

Similar to 1 above. Struck on U.S. Copper 1c. 

lb. (1849) $10 Copper K1/PE R8 

Similar to 1 above. Struck on a smaller planchet. Authenticity doubted. 

» 

lc. (1849) $10 Nickel K1/PE R8 

Similar to 1 above. Struck on a large planchet. Authenticity doubted. 



2 - (1849) $25 Copper K2/PE R8 

Obv. ★Templeton reid assayer. around $/xxv. top center; 1849 lower 
center. 

Rev. ★California around top, gold below; TWENTY-FiVE/four pointed 
design/DOLLARS center. 




Date 


Denomination Metal Regular Design/Edge 


1. (1849) $10 Copper K1/PE 

Obv. TEMPLETON REID ASSAYER. around/1849 center 

Rev. ★ California★ around top, gold, below, ten/DOLLAR center 


378 
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CHAPTER 41 

GEORGIA ISSUES (1830, 1849) 


The first major gold rush in the history of the United States 
occurred in Georgia and North Carolina in 1828, with smaller 
discoveries in Alabama and South Carolina. Small quantities of 
gold had been turning up in Mecklenburg County, N.C., off and 
on since 1799; but publicity about the 1828 finds brought thou¬ 
sands of victims of “gold fever” to that area and to various 
other Southern Appalachian locales. About $2 million from 
these regions had trickled to the Philadelphia Mint in preceding 
decades, but this figure is known to be small compared to what 
went into local use or was shipped to Europe. Overland travel 
between the Southern gold districts and Philadelphia was ex¬ 
tremely hazardous, between lack of usable roads and an over- 
supply of bandits and understandably hostile Indians. It was 
this gold rush which occasioned the tragic “Trail of Tears”: 
After gold was discovered on Cherokee lands, there was no way 
to prevent white men from moving in and forcibly relocating 
the natives. 

On July 24, 1830, Templeton Reid (1789-1851), metal¬ 
worker, jeweler, gunsmith, watchmaker, and general factotum, 
received publicity in the Milledgeville Georgia Journal as mak¬ 
ing coins of $10, $5, and $21/2 out of locally mined bullion 
without alloy; reportedly about $1,500 face. Shortly afterward, 
he moved to West Washington St., Gainesville, to be at the 
center of the gold mining district. His coinage operation contin¬ 
ued there from about Aug. 1 to Oct. 18, 1830, despite attacks 
from local rivals claiming that Reid’s coins were worth less than 
face value and that private coinage was illegal even when not 
debased. In actuality, Reid made his coins very slightly lighter 
than federal standard, but his gold was about 942 Fine rather 
than the federal 917, so that if anything his coins were worth a 
little more than face value as bullion. Though the Constitution 
forbade states to coin money, it did not forbid individuals to do 
so. Reid coined only small amounts (estimated mintages herein 
are modified from Dr. Dexter Seymour’s researches), and the 
vast majority of Reid’s coins were melted at the Philadelphia 
Mint. Reid spent his last 15 years as inventor and manufacturer 
of new types of cotton gins in Columbus, Ga. A full account of 
his activities is in Seymour {1974, 1977}. A plaque marking the 
approximate location of the Gainesville mint was unveiled Sept. 
9, 1979. CW 10/17/79, p. 1. 

The obscure coins with Reid’s name and CALIFORNIA 
GOLD were not made in California, as in 1849 Reid was not in 
physical condition to travel west, even if he could have raised 
the necessary funds. Almost certainly he made them in Colum¬ 
bus, Ga., from a tiny sample of California ore which had some¬ 
how reached him rather than the Dahlonega Mint. Eckfeldt & 
Dubois {1851} valued one of his new $10 coins at $9.75, adding 


the notation “(Georgia)”. The weight standard suggests that 
Reid estimated this ore at about 893 Fine, the Mint at 871. 

Only one authentic $10 is known; this has DO(LLAR) 
touching, TEN DOLLAR double-punched (without final S). 
Stephen K. Nagy made, or ordered made, forgeries from copy ul 
dies, about 1900-10. These have D O spaced apart, and TEN ft 
DOLLAR normal. Impressions come in gold (Ex. rare), silver, N 
copper (some overstruck on large cents and other coins), and ’I 
various base metals. 

Only one $25 coin was ever reported; this piece was in the 
Mint Cabinet Collection, from which it was stolen on Aug. 16, 

1858, and never recovered. Weight was reported as 649 grs. = 

42.1 gms. Engraved ills, indicate that the period after AS-, I 

SAYER is nearly midway between R and D of REID. Should I 

another piece from these dies ever show up, it would be unsafe |l 
to assume without proof that it is the stolen example; most 
likely the thief melted the ex-Mint coin to sell as bullion, rather 
than expose himself and his descendants to prosecution by 
keeping it in a collection. ^ 

Nagy’s forgeries of this denomination have period much If 
nearer to R than to D. They come in various metals, and are | 
rarer than his $10’s. ’ 


TEMPLETON REID, 1830, 1849 

Designer, Engraver, Reid. Mints, Reid’s, Milledgeville (July 
1830), Gainesville (Aug.-Oct. 1830), Columbus, Ga. (1849). 
Composition (1830), gold unalloyed, approx. .942 ± .01 gold, 
remainder silver and tin; (1849), same but about .871 gold. 
Weights, Diameters, variable, as noted. 

No grading standards established; grades below are Dexter 
Seymour's and auctioneers’. 

7730 1830 $2.50 [About 1,056] Very rare. 

Kagin 1; KM 79. About U/i6" = 18 mm. About 60.5 grs. = 
3.92 gms. Seymour estimates approximately 24 survivors, 
most showing a tiny drill point (secret mark) near top of 
upright of R(GIA). Wayman:409, EF, $40,000; Zabriskie, 
Ellsworth, Garrett:504, $47,500, Wayman:410, vf, $25,000, 
86 ANA:2180. 62.1 grs. = 4.02 gms., $35,200. 
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